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MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Questions without Notice 497 and 505 � Personal Explanation 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury � Minister for Local Government) [10.49 pm]: In reply to a question 
asked by the member for Warnbro in question time about Local Government Grants Commission appointments 
and his assertion that these appointments were made because of those people�s alleged political affiliations, I 
wish to say that both persons are outstanding contributors to the Western Australian community and are well 
recognised for that contribution. Both persons submitted impressive curricula vitae for the position. As per 
section 5(1)(c) of the Local Government Grants Act 1978, I requested that the Western Australian Local 
Government Association submit a panel of names to me for consideration for recommendation to vacancies on 
the Local Government Grants Commission. The vacancies were for a metropolitan commissioner and a deputy, a 
country urban commissioner and a deputy, and a country rural deputy member.  

On 8 December 2008, WALGA submitted to me a list of names that were its recommendations for the positions 
on the Local Government Grants Commission. Also included in that letter was a list of other nominees. I wish to 
read out the list of names on the panel and other nominees for the positions of metropolitan commissioner and 
deputy. The names on the panel were: Councillor Henry Zelones, City of Armadale; Councillor Ron Hoffman, 
City of Gosnells; Mayor Peter Tagliaferri, City of Fremantle; Councillor Elizabeth Taylor, Shire of Kalamunda; 
Councillor Wayne Barrett, City of Gosnells; and Councillor Tina Klein, Town of Bassendean. The other 
nominees were Mayor Sheryl Froese, City of Nedlands; and Councillor Michelle Stubbs, Town of Bassendean. I 
table that letter.  

[See paper 960.] 

Mr P. Papalia: They weren�t on the list, were they? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I appointed two nominees who were not from the panel list but who were included in 
the nominee list as metropolitan commissioner and deputy.  

On 24 February 2009, I wrote to WALGA informing it of the appointments. On 2 April 2009, I received a letter 
from WALGA pointing out that the persons appointed as metropolitan commissioner and deputy commissioner 
were ineligible as they were not included in the panel of names submitted by WALGA. I instructed the 
Department of Local Government and Regional Development to seek legal opinion from the State Solicitor�s 
Office on the validity of the appointments. The advice from the State Solicitor�s Office dated 24 April 2009 
confirmed WALGA�s view that only names identified as being on the panel of names must be considered. The 
State Solicitor also advised that this did not affect the validity of the work undertaken by the grants commission 
during this time. Equipped with this information, I arranged for the metropolitan commissioner and deputy 
commissioner to resign, which they subsequently did. I wrote to WALGA on 28 April advising it of the outcome 
and asking it to submit a new list. 

In relation to the other question from the member for Warnbro about the library framework agreement and the 
funding, I have received advice from my department that the library framework agreement is not part of the 
responsibility of the Department of Local Government and Regional Development.  

House adjourned at 10.53 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 


